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At the end of January I made the difficult and personally
traumatic decision to resign my membership of the Liberal
Democrats.

This was not something I did lightly, or without a lot of
careful thought and angst.

I have always seen my role as your local councillor to put
my community and the needs of the people I represent
first, before thinking about what looks best for my Party.

This year the Town Council received advice from the Town
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer that, in order to be
able to deliver on what the Council had committed to, and
to meet the needs of the devolution plans of Wiltshire
Council, it would be necessary to increase the Town
Council’s precept by £2.12 per month for a band D
property.

This is something that will never be popular. Whilst it is
true that Melksham still has one of the lowest Council Tax
Precepts in the county for a market town, of course no-
one ever wants to pay extra tax.

So why did I support this rise, and indeed leave the Party I
have been in for 32 years over this.

The funding that we cut from the budget this year was the
money that was needed to invest in and develop our town.
The funding for the park improvements, for repairing the

Town Hall, for developing further the Assembly Hall, for
making Melksham a better place to live.

Instead, the council voted to cut this funding from the
budget and use £45,000 of its remaining savings to
underwrite this year’s budget. Stealing tomorrow’s
investment to pay today’s bill.

This is a false economy that will lead to higher bills in the
future and worse facilities now in our town.

I fundementally believe this is a major mistake that will
have long-term negative implications for the town and I
was unable to support it.

My commitment as your councillor is unchanged, and that
I now do it without a Party label will not change or reduce
the efforts I will continue to make on your behalf.

As ever, if you want to speak with me further on this, or
any other issue, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
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Thanks toaproposalby JonHubbard
newspeed indicator signswill soon
be installedacrossMelksham

MelkshamMayor and
local councillor for
Melksham South Jon
Hubbard has
described the closure
of the D3 bus service
between Bath and
Melksham as a bitter
blow for the town.

Jon has written to the
Wiltshire Council
Cabinet Member for
transport asking for
reassurance the current
subsidised evening and Sunday
services will be maintained.

“These evening and Sunday
services provide a vital link
between Melksham and Bath”

Jon commented, “and it is
important that this service is
maintained by a new provider.

“Without this service some
people will struggle getting to
work, college or even for hospital
appointments at the RUH”.

A proposal by Cllr Jon Hubbard
has seen the town council
agree to purchase new speed
indicator devices for speeding
hot-spots in the town.

The scheme will see the devices
installed on Spa Road,
Snowberry Lane, Semington
Road/King Street, and in the new
20mph limits recently installed.
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Air Quality
Concerns at
increase in
Lorry Traffic
The closure of the Cleveland
Bridge in Bath to vehicles
weighing over 18 tonnes,
with the heavy traffic
diverted onto the A350 has
raised concerns about
increased air pollution
around Melksham.

Cllr Jon Hubbard has raised
concerns that moving all the
heavy lorries from Bath onto
the A350 will lead to increased
pockets of air pollution around
the town, especially as vehicles
cut through the town centre as
well as using the A350 Western
Way.

Jon has submitted a question
to be asked at the Wiltshire
Council Full Council meeting in
February asking for details of
what steps have been taken to
measure and monitor the
levels of air pollution in the
communities affected by the
increased heavy vehicles.

D3Bus Blow for
MelkshamCommuters

New Speed Indicator Devices for
Spa Rd, King Street and Semington Rd


